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Rick Newton named Palm Beach County recipient of the  

2017-18 South Florida Cultural Consortium Fellowship 

 
LAKE WORTH, Fla. (Aug. 28, 2018) – The Cultural Council of Palm Beach County is proud to announce the Palm 

Beach County recipient of the 2017-18 South Florida Cultural Consortium Visual and Media Artists Grant 

Program. Rick Newton will receive a $15,000 fellowship award to support his work as an artist. 

 

“It means so much to me to have been selected to receive this award,” said Mr. Newton, who lives and works in 

West Palm Beach. “Palm Beach County has so many talented artists, and to be recognized is quite an honor. I’m very 

grateful to have my work exhibited alongside the other recipients’.” 

 

Mr. Newton is a painter, sculptor and illustrator. His work, often inspired by post-apocalyptic themes and 

mythology, has been featured in New Jersey and across South Florida, including Locust Projects in Miami, Fat Village 

Projects in Fort Lauderdale, Design Sublime in Miami and others. 

 

The Cultural Council will display Mr. Newton’s work in the Education Training Center at its historic building in 

downtown Lake Worth. Artwork by all Consortium fellowship recipients will be displayed in Florida Atlantic 

University’s Schmidt Center Gallery & Ritter Art Gallery from Sept. 15-Oct. 27. 

 

All fellowship recipients were selected through a two-tier panel process, including the participation of regional and 

national arts experts. Awards are conferred at the $15,000 or $7,500 level. These awards are among the largest 

honors accorded by local arts agencies to visual and media artists in the United States.  

 

Other 2017-18 recipients include: 

 

 Broward County 

o Marielle Plaisir 

o Samantha Salzinger 

o Keisha Witherspoon 

 Martin County 

o Linda Finch 

 Miami-Dade County 

o Levels and Bosses LLC (Leonardo Castaneda) 

o Rosa Naday Garmendia 

o Eddie Armondo Arroyo 

o Cristine Brache 

o WE ARE NICE N EASY LLC (Jeffrey Noble and Allison Matherly) 

o Joseriberto Perez 

o Katherine Hernandez 

 

mailto:hannah@palmbeachculture.com
https://www.palmbeachculture.com/artist-opportunities
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http://ricknewtonart.com/


The South Florida Cultural Consortium is a partnership among the local arts agencies of Broward, Martin, Miami-

Dade, Monroe and Palm Beach counties. The Consortium’s Fellowship program is intended to nurture the 

development of professional artists. Since it was established in 1988, the Consortium has awarded nearly $2 

million in grants to over 200 artists. 

 

### 

 

ABOUT THE CULTURAL COUNCIL OF PALM BEACH COUNTY  

The Cultural Council of Palm Beach County is the official support agency for arts and culture in The Palm Beaches, 

Florida’s Cultural Capital®. The Council provides grants to cultural organizations and professional artists, advocates 

for art and cultural funding, enhances local arts education, offers support services to foster growth of the sector 

and promotes cultural tourism.  

 

The Cultural Council also serves as a venue for exhibitions and performances featuring artists who live or work in 

Palm Beach County, and provides additional programming at its headquarters in the historic Robert M. 

Montgomery, Jr. Building in Downtown Lake Worth. Also on the property are the Roe Green Uniquely Palm Beach 

Store featuring hand-crafted items by local artists; the Jean S. and Frederic A. Sharf Visitor Information Center, a 

VISIT FLORIDA-designated Florida Certified Tourism Information Center; and the Project Space, an open-air garden 

for live music and large-scale sculpture.  

 

The Cultural Council is open to the public from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Tuesday through Saturday. For more information, 

including a complete calendar of cultural activities in The Palm Beaches, visit palmbeachculture.com. 

 

ABOUT THE SOUTH FLORIDA CULTURAL CONSORTIUM 

The South Florida Cultural Consortium is a regional initiative in support of the arts governed by an Interlocal 

Agreement among the counties of Broward, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe and Palm Beach. The Consortium’s 

members are the local arts agencies of these five counties, including the Broward County Cultural Division, the Arts 

Council of Martin County, the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs, the Monroe County Arts Alliance, 

and the Cultural Council of Palm Beach County. The Consortium works to foster cooperation across the South 

Florida region to help develop and promote the work of cultural organizations and artists and the audiences that 

they serve. Its programs and services range from the Visual and Media Artists Program to regional arts education 

and cultural tourism cooperative ventures. The South Florida Cultural Consortium is one of the most successful 

regional arts alliances in the nation, demonstrating that by sharing resources and best practices, the arts can thrive 

across a burgeoning five-county area. 

 

ABOUT THE SOUTH FLORIDA CULTURAL CONSORTIUM FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM  

The SFCC Fellowship Program awards $15,000 and $7,500 grants to resident visual and media artists from the 

counties of Broward, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, and Palm Beach. Since it was established in 1988, the 

Consortium has awarded close to $2 million in grants to over 200 artists. In addition to receiving the grant, the 

artists take part in an exhibition hosted and organized by a visual arts institution in one of the five counties. 
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