
FAU Osher 
to host films
of LUNAFEST
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The Osher Lifelong Learning Insti-
tute at Florida Atlantic University 
will host the LUNAFEST Film Festi-
val at 6 p.m. Thursday, March 10, in 
the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
complex at FAU’s John D. MacAr-
thur Campus, 5353 Parkside Drive, in 
Jupiter.      

LUNAFEST features a program of 
short films that empower and inspire. 
This year’s stories are told from a 
variety of perspectives that champion 
women and gender nonconforming 
individuals, highlighting their aspi-
rations, accomplishments, resilience, 
strength and connection. 

Each year, the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute hosts the film fes-
tival, which raises money for scholar-
ships for students pursuing a degree 
at FAU Jupiter as well as the main 
beneficiary, Chicken & Egg Pictures, 
a nonprofit organization that sup-
ports women nonfiction filmmakers 
whose artful and innovative storytell-
ing catalyzes social change.

Thus far, LUNAFEST, which is cre-
ated and funded by LUNA, has raised 
more than $6.5 million for nonprofit 
organizations, featured 170 women 
filmmakers, and hosted more than 
2,700 screenings across the U.S. and 
Canada.  For more information about 
LUNAFEST, visit www.lunafest.org/.

Tickets are available for $25. To reg-
ister, call 561-799-8547 or visit www.
fau.edu/osherjupiter.

Kravis ArtSmart
to feature Caras

The Kravis Center for the Perform-
ing Arts will an ArtSmart Lunch & 
Learn event focused on international-
ly known dancer, dance photographer 
and juicy backstage raconteur Steven 
Caras.

The lunch, set for 11:30 a.m. Mon-
day, March 21, is dubbed “Survival 
Instinct: A Dancer’s Story of Self-Re-
invention.”
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Dancer and photographer Steven Caras 
will talk about his career during a 
March 21 ArtSmart lunch at the Kravis 
Center.
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Boca festival returns with music, art
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Jazz trumpeter and composer Terence 
Blanchard will open Festival of the Arts 
Boca on March 4 at Mizner Park.

FLORIDA WEEKLY STAFF

It has jazz. It has classical music. And 
it has art.

Festival of the Arts Boca is back.
The 16th annual festival returns March 

4-13 to Mizner Park.
Festival of the Arts Boca will open 

at 7:30 p.m. March 4 with a perfor-
mance by two-time Oscar nominee, and 
five-time Grammy-winning trumpeter 
and composer Terence Blanchard in the 
Mizner Park Amphitheater. The concert 
is presented in partnership with FAU/
Dorothy F. Schmidt College of Arts and 
Letters, with support from the Dorothy 
F. Schmidt Eminent Scholar in the Arts 
Endowment. Mr. Blanchard will replace 
Bobby McFerrin, who had to withdraw 

for health reasons. Tickets purchased 
for Mr. McFerrin’s performance will be 
honored for this performance.

“Terence Blanchard is an icon and 
truly ‘jazz royalty,’” Joanna Marie Kaye, 
executive director of Festival of the 
Arts Boca said in a statement. “We are 
thrilled to have him kick-off our 16thAn-
nual event with the Florida premiere of 
this show.”

Best known for scoring Spike Lee 
films, Mr. Blanchard made history in 
October by becoming the first black 
composer presented by the Metropol-
itan Opera in its 138-year history. He 
comes to Boca Raton with his interna-
tionally acclaimed band, the E-Collec-

BY CHRISTINA WOOD

Florida Weekly Correspondent

OCIAL MEDIA SERVES UP A CONSTANT 
stream of happy, smiling faces. 
But, if we’re all so damn 
happy, why are pre-
scriptions for antide-
pressants on the rise? 

“We all wear masks,” 
says Rolando Chang 
Barrero, a Florida-born 

artist and graduate of the School of the 
Art Institute of Chicago. “You always have 
to have a game face on.”

Mr. Barrero and the other artists whose work 
is featured in “Being Heard, Being Seen,” a new 
exhibition at the Cultural Council for Palm Beach 

S
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PORTRAITS
Cultural Council show 

peers behind the masks of 
area LGBTQ+ artists
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Emilio 
Apontesierra-

Paretti’s 
“Covida 
2020,” a 

mixed media 
work that 

stands 8 by 7 
by 7 feet.

“Rostros Emotivos,” Rolando Chang Barrero’s 50 canvases, run the 
gamut of emotions, from kindness, relief and empathy to isolation, 
fear and sadness.
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Visit the website: balletpalmbeach.org 
or call: 561.832.7469 or 800.572.8471

R I N K E R  P L AY H O U S E

ON SALE NOW

March 4-6

Dariel Donovan’s “Mother Earth,” a 2021 mixed media work.

Joe Horton’s “Florida License Plate – 175-OFG,” a 2009 oil on linen.

Joe Horton’s “Swimmer,” a 2018 oil on linen.
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Teresa Korber’s “I’ve Been Having Dreams,” a
2021 acrylic and gold leaf on canvas.

County, know that it is the face behind 
the mask, not the idealized images we 
choose to share on social media, that 
makes us interesting, that makes us 
unique. 

“These are all inside portraits,” Mr. 
Barrero says, referring to “Rostros Emo-
tivos” (2021-2022, acrylic on canvas), an 
orderly stream of faces that flows across 
the walls of the Cultural Council’s main 
gallery. From anger to affection, sadness 
to serenity, the series of small canvas-
es depict the variety of emotions that 
remind us we are alive. 

His favorite is a canvas titled “Ambi-
guity.” In it the eyes are not merely 
blank, they are missing. “I’m looking 
at myself and not seeing anything,” 
the West Palm Beach-based artist says, 
recalling a time when drugs and alcohol 
had cut him off from the tangle of emo-
tions that simmered behind his own 
mask. “That’s the one that started it all.” 

“Being Heard, Being Seen,” which 
is on display at the Cultural Coun-
cil’s headquarters in Lake Worth Beach 
through April 9, is presented in collabo-
ration with celebrated mixed media art-
ist Jose Alvarez (D.O.P.A.) and features 
the work of local artists who identify as 
LGBTQ+ as well as artists whose work 
explores issues of rights, representation 
and the lived experience of LGBTQ+ 
individuals. 

Ates Isildak’s archival prints portray 
his subjects as they would want to be 
seen. Dariel Donovan, who graduated 
from Alexander W. Dreyfoos School 
of the Arts in West Palm Beach before 
attending the School of the Museum of 
Fine Arts in Boston, celebrates unity 
and diversity in his mixed media works. 
The solitary figures in Joe Horton’s oil 
paintings invite quiet introspection. 

“The goal of this exhibition is to 
encourage everyone to be their authen-
tic selves, to champion understanding, 
compassion and important conversa-
tions, and to create a safe space where 
everyone feels heard and seen for who 

they are — without question or com-
promise. When we do that, we make 
room for real impact.” Dave Lawrence, 

president and CEO of the Cultural 
Council, said in a statement.

Whether it is the intense gaze of the 
child’s eye in Teresa Korber’s “Inno-
cence” (2021, acrylic and golf leaf on 
canvas) or the intricate details of Mr. 
Alvarez’s “The Seer” (2007, mixed 
media on paper), bursting with psy-
chedelic patterns and colorful floral 
imagery as well as shamanic crystals 
and porcupine quills, much of the work 
in “Being Heard, Being Seen” demands 
your attention. 

The three-dimensional work of 
Emilio Apontesierra-Paretti goes a step 
further, refusing to be ignored. 

“Covida,” one of three large-scale 
multimedia works by the Colombi-
an-born artist included in the show, is 
a commanding 8-foot presence with 
a head full of wildly flowing tin foil 
curls atop a figure made of fiberglass, 
galvanized poultry net, plastic black 
privacy screen, PVC pipes and other 
materials more likely to be found in a 
home improvement store than an art 
supply shop.  

“We need to use existing materials to 
transform and change our contaminat-
ed world into something beautiful,” the 
Palm Beach Gardens-based artist, who 
immigrated to the U.S. seeking political 

asylum, said in a statement. “This is 
why I use recyclables in my work.”

All of the artwork in “Being Heard, 
Being Seen” is for sale. “Many people 
don’t realize that for the same price you 
would pay for a commercial print from 
a retail website, you can buy a hand-
made, one-of-a-kind piece created by 
a local artist that you can talk to about 
the work,” says Jessica Ransom, artist 
liaison for the Cultural Council, who 
curated the exhibition. ■
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“Being Heard, 
Being Seen” 

» When: Through April 9 (Tuesdays 
through Saturdays, noon to 5 p.m.)

» Where: Cultural Council for Palm 
Beach County, 601 Lake Ave., Lake 
Worth Beach

» Admission: Free

» Art Talks (reservations recommended): 
Emilio Apontesierra-Paretti, The Path 
to Being Heard and Seen, 2 p.m. 
Saturday, March 26.

» Info: www.palmbeachculture.com or 
561-471-2901.

In the KNOW


